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Palaiokastro of Samos
Notes for a historical topography

The eastern edge of the island of Samos is one great peninsula. This
section, which almost touches upon the Turkish coasts, is a place where
three settlements have been built. From the semi-mountainous hinterland
as far as the sea, they are in order of their historical appearance:
Palaiokastro, Ano Vathy and Vathy.

The first settlement, Palaiokastro, was built on a low hill directly in the
centre of a small plateau, almost in the middle of the peninsula. It is not
visible from the coasts and is surrounded by a fertile landscape.

The second, today’s Ano Vathy (formerly Vathy), is located on the outer
part of the neck of the peninsula, which looks on to the sea. It is orientated
towards the north-west and towards the large gulf, the largest on the
island, which stretches out a little below the settlement. The settlement
has grown over the contours of the amphitheatrical slope, above the port,
although without nearing the coast, and at the usual altitude of the coastal
settlements of this type from the Late Byzantine period.

The third settlement, Vathy or Samos (formerly Limin Vatheos- [transl:
Port of Vathy]), is the harbour of the upper settlement and the island’s
modern capital. It inherited this role from Chora, the old Ottoman capital
of the island, in the 19th century.

This triple-pole model, in which the sizes of the settlements increase in
scale, going from the hinterland to the coast, at the same time represents
a reversal of historical developments.
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Fig. 1. The settlement of Palaiokastro on a low hilly rise, in the middle of the plateau,
betweeh the eastern shores and anchors of Samos and the large bay of Vathy.
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The harbour of Vathy, as a large post-Independence War urban centre,
capital of the Samian Hegemony, an industrial and commerecial city port
of the late 19th century, has been systematically studied by historians,
and the various aspects of its urban development have, to a great degree,
been uncovered.? Today (2011) it has a registered population of 6,191.3

The old Vathy (today Ano Vathy [transl: Upper Vathy]) with apopulation
on the slope of 3,147, above the harbour, is also included in this general
category of ‘traditional settlements’ which became a focus of attention in
the 1980s. Research has not progressed significantly in this area beyond
some brief monographs, mainly by architects, and the documentation of
a few of the older buildings in the settlement.*

Absolutely nothing is known about the origins and development of the
third and smallest pole of this model, the rural settlement of Palaiokastro.
Very little evidence can be found for it in the pages of either the older or
more modern histories of the island. Its name, the toponym Palaiokastro
[transl: Old Castle], gives a hint, however, that this settlement may hide
a more interesting history which is not simply about this little village on
a small plateau, but is instead a part of the whole phenomenon of the
contraction and rebirth of the system of settlements and harbours on the
eastern edge of Samos.

The historiography of the Aegean, especially of the island of Samos,
has constructed the narrative of depopulation. Samos is believed to have
fallen into a ‘century of invisibility’ from the late 15th to the late 16th
century, the population having left as a result of Ottoman rule over the
archipelago and the constant pirate raids. From around the late 16th and
throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, a relatively well-documented
population settlement took place, with the founding of new settlements
and, in general, a significant population growth, which, however, was not
the exception but the rule in the Aegean as well as in the wider Euro-
Mediterranean and Balkan hinterland.

Academic studies in the 19th and 20th centuries to a great degree
approached both the depopulation of this island and its resettlement as
local phenomena that were part of a specifically Samian development.
Given the state of research at that time, it was not easy to combine
the historical evidence with attempts to trace these conditions in a
comparison with similar examples in the wider geographical zones of the
Balkans and the Mediterranean.

In this way, the contraction of both rural areas and towns due to
the wider crisis which led to the end of Byzantine and Frankish rule in
the Aegean, as well as the recovery which came with the stabilization
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Fig. 2. Sketch of Palaiokastro settlement at the form of the 18th-19th century. The
settlement is denser on the center around the old square. The core of the initial phase of
the 16th century is probably the 3-4 central building blocks. The road was from the west,
rom Vathy, crossing the settlement and the square, to the east, towards Mullah Ibrahim
and the strait. At that entrance of the settlement there is the small old church of Agios
loannis. At the eastern entrance there was the cemetery. A few meters north of the old
square there is still the opening of the communal well and at the northwest, also the old
(17th century) church of the Virgin Mary. A third road was heading southwest, following
the stream towards the coastline, at Aliki and Mesokambos.
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of Ottoman rule and the accompanying relative consolidation of the
borders are part of wider developments throughout the great basin of
the Mediterranean, including the European hinterland, the Balkans and
Asia Minor.

It is becoming increasingly accepted that the depopulation of Samos
and the rest of the Aegean was not due to the phenomenon that has
been labelled with the generic term ‘piracy’, as was initially assumed by
historians in the 19th century and which became a trope which continued
to appear in the bibliography in the 20th. Instead, there was an extended
decline of the islands due to the constant maritime wars between the
great powers of the day (Byzantines, Latins - primarily Venetians and
Genoese - Knights of St John’s Order and Ottomans), the inability of the
Byzantine and Latin centres to support the Aegean periphery, and the
general geopolitical instability. What historiography thus far has defined
as piracy entailed every type of aggressive action at sea or from the sea
towards the land, including formally autonomous pirates acting together,
authorised raiders against those of another religion and corsairs, official
military-religious battalions and naval forces which plundered the land
and seas with or without the consent of the great powers of the day, to
formal naval campaigns and leaders such as Marco Sanudo or admirals
such as Hayreddin Barbarossa during the campaign against Latin
possessions, and, vice versa, Francesco Morosini.

Italsoappearsthattherepopulationand buildingrecovery of Samos did
not come after a chance discovery of the heavenly island, as old historical
narratives have it. On the contrary, there was an organised population
settlement as part of a larger programme of re-settlement immediately
after the naval battle of Lepanto. This coincided with a wider recovery in
rural and urban areas in the same period, which spread throughout the
whole of the Mediterranean.

The notion of the depopulation of Samos and the mass movement
to Chios due to the pressure of pirate raids in around 1475 was first
propounded by Emmanuel Kritikides in 1870° and proposed again by
Philip P. Argentiin 1943.° Recent studies have re-assessed the assumption
ofdepopulationin 1475-1585 and there have been similar re-assessments
as to other islands during that period.” In the earlier view, Barbarossa’s
campaign in the Archipelago in 1537, with its spectacular and bloody
raids, played an important role in and was the main cause of the theory of
the ‘depopulation’ of certain islands. It is now believed, however, that all
this has been seriously exaggerated.? We know that through resettlement
Samos began to regain its population from the late 16th century onwards.
Even from as early as 1565, ecclesiastical sources mention habitation.’



16 MoAadkactpo Tdpov

-

Fig. 3. The geophysical relief, the coasts, the settlements and the connections in eastern
Samos.

1. Mycale strait (Eptastadios Strait or Dar Bogaz). 2. Anchorage Vourkaria or Mullah
Ibrahim (modern Poseidonio). 3. Bay and cape Mertziki or Mersentzik (modern Klima).
At the east of the bay, at the head of cape Grias Podia there are the stone ruins of a
potential fortification. 4. Mesokambos. 5. Anchor and fortification Tigani in the place of
the ancient town and port of Samos (modern Poseidonio). 6. Fortification tower in the
valley of Argyros. 7. Palaiochori. 8. Palaiokastro. 9. Fortification tower at Agios Trifonas.
10. Vathy (modern Ano Vathy). 11. Maitochori or Moraitochori. 12. Malagari. 13. Limenas
Vatheos (modern Vathy). 14. Agia Zoni Monastery. 15. Vlamari valley. 16. Lakkes Bay. 17.
Zoodochos Pigi Monastery.
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Contemporary scholars now doubt this model of complete depo-
pulation, which was so dominant in local history for a century. More
recent researchers who have carried out systematic studies are inverting
the questions of the 19th and 20th centuries. What happened during
this depopulation? The regions where older historians claim habitation
continued during that ‘dark’ century are being sought - the Castle of
Loulouda, the Castle of Lazaros, Kastrovouni.!® To these sites we can
securely add Palaiokastro, Moula Ibraim, Mertziki and their peripheries
along with the upland areas which are not visible from the sea, and the
small valleys which descend towards the coast.

Historical research has shown that through the great geopolitical
changes occurring in the Aegean towards and after the end of the
Byzantine Empire, there were population settlements in as well as
continual migration to the large urban centres, such as Smyrna, and the
developed island towns of Chios and Rhodes, leading to the decline of
the island populations. This situation was reversed from the early 17th
to the early 19th century. In this period, there was a stable population
increase at a medium rate, which became more pronounced in the run-up
to the Greek War of Independence.! This generalised model fully covers
the case of Samos too.

Here, there was a documented outflow to Chios and then a return. It
is now known that the settlement of Samos was not an isolated event. In
1571, after the naval battle of Lepanto, the Ottoman administration carried
out extensive settlement with the aim of resettling or strengthening the
island populations (Agios Efstratios, Samos, Mykonos, etc.).!*> Another
related and under-appreciated parameter which played an important
role in Samos appears to have been the arrival of Albanians, as part of
the wider migrations of the period. The Peloponnese has been identified
as the place of origin of these settlers. Albanian settlement in Samos is
mentioned by Stamatiades,'* was documented in detail by F.W. Hasluck in
his Albanian Settlements in the Aegean Islands from 1909,'* and confirmed
by Kostas Komis,'® Evangelia Balta, Sophia Laiou, and others.

The revival of Samos took place within a wider revival, as a result
of the gradual stabilisation of the Ottoman Empire. This burgeoning
succeeded the decline and fall of Byzantium, and this can be seen in all
the dimensions of the settlement growth of the Aegean islands - and
Samos, of course. The settlements on the island experienced continual
growth from the final quarter of the 16th century, in other words, from
the moment when the Ottoman Empire gained control of the whole of the
island and mainland Aegean region. The Ottoman feudal system, milder
and more efficient than the preceding ones, and the relative peace during
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Fig. 4. The continuous dwelling of eastern Samos.

1. Anchorage Vourkaria or Mullah Ibrahim (modern Poseidonio). 2. Bay and cape Mertziki
or Mersentzik (modern Klima). At the east of the bay, at the head of cape Grias Podia there
is the stone complex of a potential fortification. 3. Psili Ammos Bay. 4. Mesokambos. 5.
Fortification tower in the valley of Argyros. 6. Palaiochori. 7. Palaiokastro. 8. Fortification
tower at Agios Trifonas. 9. Vathy (modern Ano Vathy). 10. Maitochori or Moraitochori. 11.
Malagari. 12. Limenas Vatheos (modern Vathy). 13. Agia Zoni Monastery. 14. Vlamari. 15.
Kamara. 16. Zoodochos Pigi Monastery. 17. Lakkes Bay. 18. Kerveli Bay.
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the era of Suleyman created the preconditions for both the urban and the
rural populations of the Balkan section of the Empire to prosper.*®

In its final centuries, the 17th and 18th centuries, with the opening up
of naval waterways in the wider island space, maritime activities, which
went far beyond the earlier needs of the islands for communications and
survival, now resulted in the creation of an economic sector specialising in
the provision of services (maritime transport) which covered the whole of
the Eastern Mediterranean.'” Somewhere here, along with the expansion
in the processing of agricultural produce (olive and vine cultivation,
leather, tobacco), we must look for the coastal building explosion which
took place in Vathy in the late 18th century and which coincided with
dozens of similar situations along the island coastlines. Since the new
coastal centre was being developed at Vathy, the rural area of the eastern
peninsula was now being transformed into a productive hinterland of
this centre and Palaiokastro into a small satellite settlement, initially of
old Vathy and subsequently of the large new coastal town.

In investigating this development during these centuries in the wider
region of Palaiokastro, we can now confidently describe the existence of
constant construction in the semi-mountainous valleys and the existence
of at least two spots for docking. One of these functioned as an almost
permanent place for the mooring of pirates.

From the classical period to late antiquity, then, there appear to have
been two settlement phases at the ports of Vathy and Mullah Ibrahim
(today’s Poseidonio), one possible settlement phase at Palaiochori, and
the construction of two fortified towers in Palaiokastro and the site of
Argyros. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the only settlement appears to
have been at the fortress of Palaiokastro (Agios Tryphonas tower). It is
believed that in the 16th century there was an uncompleted attempt to
construct a tower next to Mullah Ibrahim, which appears to have been a
permanent pirate dock, while it is also possible that earlier settlements
(Palaiokastro, Argyros and Palaiochori) continued to be active. In the 17th
century, there were three settlements: Palaiokastro, Moraitochori and
Vathy (Ano Vathy). The Monastery of Agia Zoni was built and the small
settlement of Vlamari was created, to be followed in the 18th century by
the Monastery of Zoodochos Pigi, completing the construction phase on
the north-eastern side. From the 18th century Palaiokastro was stable,
while Vathy was rapidly expanding from the hill towards the coast, thus
forming Limena Vatheos, later to be the town of the 19th century. The
chain of the three settlements of Palaiokastro, Ano Vathy and Vathy
provide the spatial evidence for the evolution from the Middle Ages to
the modern era.






Mporoyog

AvTt 1 épevva apyloe TPy amod SEKA TIEPITIOV XPOVIX. ATIPOYPAUUATL-
0T 0T SLOAEIPIATO TNG AKAS LATKT G BOVAELAG KaAoKaipLa, AlyEG (pOpEg
XEWWOVA 0TOUG AOPOUS TNG AVATOALKNG Zapov. Ot agopués Ntav dvo.
‘Eva ox6Al0 tov LotopikoV BaciAn IavayuwtomovAov oe éva ouvéSpLo
Y v otopia Tou vnool to 1996 kol exeiveg oL TTOAALEG YPAPES
tov Emapevovda Ztapatiadn. To oxo6Alo oto cuvedplo, oe eAelBepn
amdSoom Kabws eV KATEYPAPT) TIOTE O€ TIPAKTIKA, EAEYE TIWG §EV VTN PEE
«EPNUWON» TNG Zdpov Tov 150-160 atwva aAAd Eva KATW@AL Eva OpLo,
KATW amo to omoio 1 Zapog dev evdiépepe. Kat o Etapatiadng plovoe
Y& TOUG TOTIOUG TIOU GLVEXLAV VA KATOLKOUVTAL KATAE TOV «QLOVA TNG
a@Aavelagy, Ta opewvd touv KapBouvn kat touv Képkn, (0we TIg avaToAlkEg
OKTEG KL TX OPOTIESLAL.

It avalnmoelg, GAAwV vV yla GAAEG LoTOpLES, dpyLoaV va aTo-
KQAUTITOVTAL EAGXLOTO ONUASIA. ITPWUATA OIKNoEWV UE Bpavopata
KepapSlv oe meouéves meCovAeG, AlBoowpol, emelta Bdoelg TUPYwWY,
OLKNUATWY, 0TO TEAOG T BepéAla aTov BuBO KoL TTOAAEG-TTOAAEG LOTOPIES,
Aaikég Lotopieg oto Madaldkaotpo kat 6to Babv. T'a apyaia, yia yauéva
XwpLa, yo epeima vawv. To tomwviplo MaAaldOKaoTpo, 0 OKIOUOS
Kat 0xt aSkaloAoynTa, 0Ad qUTA VTIHPKTA 1) PAVTAOTIKA YUPw TOV,
OUYKPOTOUOQV KATL TOU Umopel va €kpufe mpaypatika tekpunpla. To
ovvédpLo ato P£Bupvo, Tov Aekéufplo touv 2014, yia ta vijold tou Atyaiov,
e €¢BaAe 0N oepd va YpAPw TO TPWTO KE(UEVO TEPT TTAANLOKATTPWY, LLE
TNYEG TA AMPOCUEVA TIOAAX TOAXIOKAOTPX TOU AMOTUTIWOE To 1420 o
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Buondelmonti, kat va tpoomadrjow va kKaTtaAdBw Tt akplBos HTav autd
TO UEYAAO SIKTVO «EVSIAUECWV» OKIOUWV — 0UTE apxaiwy, oUte véwv. Emi-
otpé@ovtag otov Buondelmonti kat ot Sidaktopikn Statpipn tov 1990.

Eite w¢ amok&Avym evdg vEou AYVWOoTOU KOGUOU TIOU WG TWPA SEV
ToApOVOX VA ayYi€w, TG HeTABaong amd tnv VOTEPN APXALOTNTA GTOVG
VEOTEPOUG XPOVOUG, £iTe WG evoTIKTWONG BeBatdotntar éva vnol t6co
€VAOYNHEVO ATIO TN PUOT), EDPOPO KAL EVAIEVO, OE TETOLO KOUPLKO onpueio
Twv Baddoolwv Spopwv Tou Atyaiov, Sev umopel va eixe eykataAewpOel
oAooxepws. 'EToL 1 épevva E@Tace o€ Eva ATOTEAECUA, O€ Pia KaTdBeon
Tekunpilowv mov Ba kpBel edw ya v aflomiotia ¢ EAmilovtag va
OUVUBAAEL GTOV EMOTNUOVIKO SIAAOYO, YO QUTO TO VEKPO XPOVO, GE O,TL
QAQOPA TNV LOTOPLKT KATAYpaEn, TNG EEEALENG TwV VNoLwy Tou Atyalov.

TuvopAnTég oe autd to Tagid, o SievBuvtnig epsuvwv tou EIE,
Anuntpng Anuntpomoviog, n kabnyntpla tov Mavemompuiov Kprng,
Katepiva Komakd, o Xpiotog AavSpog kat 1 AyyéAda XatlnuixaAn, ot
S8V0 otulofarteg tou Iotopikoy Apxeiov Zapov. [MoAvTIUN cuVEPYATNG
oto otiolpo tou PfAlov 1 epesuvntplxr tou Epyaoctnpiov Actikov
[MepBarrovtog tov EMII, [MoAiva Ipévtou.

Oepuég evyaploties oeidovtal oty Ilpvtaveia kat otig IMave-
motnplakég Exkdooeig EMIT mov viobémoav v £€kdoom tov BifAlov.

Kalol @idol Zapwteg, 0 MavwAng Apamaviwtng amd t BAapoapn,
o aypovouos HpakAng MiyaAdakng, o Oodwpng Mwpaitng amd To
[MoAaokaotpo, o yuatpog Kopog Kokkag amd to Babv, pouv éxavav
TN X4&pn va HolpaoTovV TIG BOATEG 0TOUG AGPOUG KAl OTA AKPWTIPLX
QAAG kal TS Bpadivég cuINTHOELS TNV QUAT 6To MepTliky, xalevovtag
o Ntap Mmoykal. H yuayid Mapia TpoBd Ta TTOALA TOTWVOHLA KoL T
pwovordtia. Ot kabnynteég HAlag KodoBog, Kwotag Koung kat Zoeia
Aaiov T yvwon ¢ TaAQLOTOVPKLIKNG KAL TNV LoTopia TwV VIoLwy, 0
KaOnynms MavwAng Koppég kat 1 apyLTEKTwV-avacTnAnTpla Auntpa
Mavpokopddatou Tnv Tpoomadelar XPovoAoynong Kot TEKUNPLWOTG
TWV KTIOTWV KataAoimwv. H apyttéktwy Pelin Tan amd ) Zpdpvn Tig
PWTOYPAPIES ATIO TNV ATEVAVTL TTAEVPA ToV aTevoL. O AAEEavSpog kat
Ne@éAn T vTToBPUXLEG TIEPLTAAVI|OELS OTA PTXA TOV 6TEVOD, atnV [ETpa
Tou Zapwv avalnTwvtag fublopeva epeimia.

Oepueg evxaplotieg oe GAOUG.

N.Mm.
Meptlixt [Tadatokdotpou
Avoign 2018



Elcaywyika

H avatoAwkn dkpn s Zapov eivat pia peydin xepodvnoog. To Tunqua
TOV VNGOV TIou o8OV ayyllel TIG TOUPKIKEG AKTEG ATIOTEAEL Evav TOTO
OTIOV £X0VV avaTTUXBOEL TPELS OKIOHOL. ATIO TNV NULOPELVT] EVEOXWPA TG
Xepooviioou w¢ ) BdAacoa, Bpiockovtal pe ™ oelpd to Madaldkaotpo,
To TaAaLd Babv, kat to vedtepo Babdv.

0 pwToG 0IKIoNAG, To [TaAadkaaTpo, Exel otkodounBel o€ va xapunAd
AGO KATAUESTG TOV HKPOL 0poTES 0V, OXESOV OTO KEVTPO TNGXEPTOVIGOU.
Eivat aféatog amd T aktés kat mepBAAAeTAL aTtd Evav 0popo THTO.

0 Sevtepog, To onuepwvd Avw Babl (dAdote Babv), Bploketal otnv
efwTepKN MPog TN BGAacoa TAELPA TOU AUYEVA TOU OPOTESiOV TOU
MaAalokdotpov. Elvat otpappévog mpog ta BopeloduTIKE TPOG TOV
UEYGAO KOATO, TOV UEYRAVTEPO TOU VNOLOU TOU AMAWMVETAL Alyo TILO
XAUNAQ a6 TOV OIKIOPO. O OKLONOG Exel avamTuxOel 0TI LlooVPElS TG
AUPLOEATPIKNG TIAAYLAG, EMAV® ATO TO ALUAVL, XwpPI§ va TTAnoLdlel tnv
aKTI), 610 ouvnOLopPévo VoG oL SlatnpPovUV oL TAPAKTLOL OLKIGUOL TNG
votepofulavtiviig TePLOSoU aUTOV TOU TUTIOU.

0 tpitog owiopdg, to Babu 11 Zapog (dArote Apévag Babéog), to
emMivelo Tov VYMAGTEPOL OLKIGUOV, Elval 1] cUYXPOVN TIPWTEVOVCA TOU
vnoov pe mAnbuopd 6.191 katoikwv,! agpov Sladéxbnke xatd Tov 190
ALWVA TNV TAAALE TTPWTEVOVON TWV 00 WHAVIKKOV clwvwy, T Xwpa.?
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Ewc. 1. H yvwot ewcova tov Luigi Mayer amné to Views in the Ottoman Dominions in Europe,
in Asia, and some of the Mediterranean Islands ex566nke oto AovSivo to 1810. Ameikovilet
70 SimoAo Avw kat Katw Babéog kata tn otiyun g ouykpotnong tov. To maiatd Avw
BaBU oTov A0@o, elvat 1181 €vag oKL oG TOVAGYLOTOV §U0 alwvwy. O TApAKTLOG OLKIONOG
Aynmv BaBéog - petémerta Babu kat orjpepa mpwtevovoa Tou violol — cuykpoTeital amd
Alya ownjpata kat amodnkes. To Madadkaotpo eivat adpato Tiow amod TNV KopuEt Tou
Ad@ov tov Avw Babéog. H ameikdvion €xet yivel amo to Madayapt





